K'ang Hsi by Mao Chen Kan, who revised as
well as criticized the book. He changed, added
and omitted material, as for example when he
added the story of Suan Fu Ren, the wife of one
of the chief characters. He altered even the
style. If SHOT Hu CHUAN has importance today
as a novel of the people in their struggle for
liberty, SAN Kuo has importance because it gives
in such detail the science and art of war, as the
Chinese conceive it, so differently, too, from
our own. The guerillas, who are today China's
most effective fighting units against Japan, are
peasants who know SAN Kuo by heart, if not
from their own reading, at least from hours
spent in the idleness of winter days or long
summer evenings when they sat listening to the
story-tellers describe how the warriors of the
Three Kingdoms fought their battles. It is these
ancient tactics of war which the guerillas trust
today. What a warrior must be and how he
must attack and retreat, how retreat when the
enemy advances, how advance when the enemy
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